The Tasman Storg




Thc Shorts 5andringham aircraft was derived from the Shorts Sundcrland Militarg
aircraft manufactured bg the Short Prothers in the (JK. T owards the end of WW2 a

demand was created for a long range commercial passenger float Plane. The
Meodifications for the Sar\clringham included the rccomciguration of the aircraft nose
including the removal of the gun T urret. A” other armament was removed, with gun
Positions bcing faired over, and simplc seating fitted. Bg minor modifications to the
engine and Hight anglcs, a significant increase in the cruise sPcecl, a rclativclg

unimPortant issue for the combat Sunderlands, was achieved.

7 he Or{gd’na/ Mi/ita/y Shorts Sunderfand

The Shorts Sandringham was used bg various commercial operators including

BOAC (British Overseas Airwags Corporation). TEAL (T asman Empirc
Airways | imited) on the Aukland—-f)gc{ncy & Faciﬁc |sland ﬂights. QANTAS for
the Facimcic ]sland ﬂights‘

T he Shorts 5andr/hg/78m



used on the Aucklancl/Syclncg ﬂights and was a record holder with a Fu”g loaded ﬂight

VH-EBW

Short Brothcrs Manumcacturccl the Tasman in the Uk in 1946. lt was Purchasccl bg
Tcal and was delivered to Auckland in July 1946. During its service with Tcal it was

time of 8 hours. QANTAS Purchascd the T asman in April 1950 with a new rego
VH~EBW and used it to service such destinations as Suva, | ord Howe |sland and

Vanuatu.

VH-EBW STATS

|_ength 26.2 Meters WingsPan 34 4mts.4 Meters

[Height 7 Meters Weight 18.8 | onnes/ empty & dry
Max speed 179 Knots Ceiling 17,900 ft

Range %360 km Fassengers | 22-30

[ ngines 4+xFPe&W iz200 hp rotary piston Crew 7
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The Sandringham flight deck




VH-EBW Fort Vila
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VIF-EBW at rest on [ririki [sland beach)

On Junc i 6th 1951 whilst taxing for take off VH-EBW manoeuvred to avoid a

collision with a c]ug out canoe and hit an unmarked mooring buoy or coral head riPPing a
hole in the front compartment under the waterline. T he aircraft came to rest in shallow
water close to the shore next to Jririki ]5land. There were twenty passengers on board

at the time and all were unirjurcci \/H—-EBW was deemed unsalvagcable and was
striPPcd of all her engines & usable parts. VH-E_BW was abandoned on ]ririlci ]slanc]
for several years and then taken to the corner of the harbour in her current resting

PlaCC.

7716 Tai/F/anc ( /D hoto courtesy of, /D cte Wa//acc)



The T asman Dive Site

Situated five minutes south of Naulitus Scuba Centre in the corner of Port Vila
Harbour the | asman rests uPright in41 mts. of water. The cockPit is @ 36 mts. And
the toP of the tail Planc is @ 32 mts. The aircraft condition is rclativclg stable lyir\g flat
on the muddg/siltg bottom Facing the hcading of 030 dcgrccs‘ Thc Port side wing is
still attached but has fallen down (due to a mooring mishaP bg alocal Fishing boat) and
the wing, tiP rests in the sand/silt @ 40.5 mts. The CockPit is high[g visible with onlg a
small amount of Ferspex remaining; thereis a largc hole at the rear of the aircraft (a

great cntrg/cxit Point for Pcnctration clivcs) and there are numerous other cntrg/exit

Poi nts.

@ Richard Harris www.divedoc.net

(Fhoto courtesy of Richard [Harris)

Thc Moorir\g is attached to a gcarbox at the rear of the tail, onlg one meter away.

© Andrew Bowie




Foints of ]nterest

Tail Plane/rudder

Huge wings (34 mts. Wing sPan)

Sidc windows upper & | ower decks (scats, stairs, cargo area)

E_nginc Housing’s X 4 (cngincs removed before sinking)

Cockpit/ gauges/ control levers / Pilot & co-Pilot secats

E_ngincers Panel & communication / navigation cquipmcnt behind cockpit seats
Front port side entry door (under cockpit)

]:orward mooring attachment bollard & anchor storagc

Fucl tanks removed from the starboard wing

Fusclage toP hatches

Fish: [Habitat in starboard wing & schooling long fin batfish on assent/decent
Dugong (one time nomo)

Various doors

(/D hotos courtesy of /D cter Wa//acc)
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Dive Comciguration

Maximum Dcpth: 41 Meters
Pottom | ime: 8-12 Minutes

Viabi]itﬂ: Avcrage 5-10 Meters (Sometimes / ero sometimes 20 mts)
Water Tcmp: Avcrage 22-26 &cgrccs

Gcncral conditions: No currcnts/swc“s. (A very Protectcd dive site)

Mooring line attachment: front of (Cowrie / rear of | asman
g

Descent/Assent: Mooring | ine
Saxcctq stops:

I. 1 @9 meters for 2 minutes on mooring, line
2. 1 @ 6 meters for 3 minutes on 6 meter bar
3. 1 @% meters for 2 minutes on 3 meter bar
Hang tank: hanging on rope next to end of 6 meter sa{:etg bar
Flcasc note: Air in the Hang Tank needs to be turned on before use.
Fleasc stay with 5ourguidc
Flcase tell 9ourguidc if you reach 100 bar (T hand signal)
Flcasc tell 3ourguidc if you reach 50 bar (fist to chest signaD
[azards:
(rustations on mooring Iinc/glovcs
\/cry fine silt all over & inside aircraft
\/erg fine silt & thick mud on the bottom
5har[:> cdges on some surfaces
T ime restrictions
]ncrcasecl air cor\sumPtior\
Buddg scParation (lcnow the P]an)
5hiPPing above: (Use Mooring line & samcctg stop bars under Cowrie

[~ quipment (Considerations: f:u“ tank / wet suit / | orch & Back uP/Glovcs
[T xperience (onsiderations: Flcasc see your |nstructor ((Good buogancg ski”’s,

Finning tec!'miclucs & air management a must)

Fleasc Note: Nauti!us 5cuba does not offer Jecomprcssion dives



T he T asman (VH-EBW) & other Port Vila dive sites
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